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|in the community, a kind and con-
giderate husband and a loving father,
et May Be Good Influence

~ The judge further stated that he
Delieved that the relatives, the friends
and the prosecuting officers must
have felt that something had occurred
in the brain of Culbertson fo cause
a disintegration of brain structure to
enable to commit such an act.

In clesing, the judge compared Cul-
bertson's past life with the one which
he will now lead. He would find him-
self living with a group of men, many
of whom were debased and degraded
and other men who, like himself, had
in an unguarded moment committed
an aet-that resulted in their arvest
and sentence to a state penitentiary.

He would find men, the judge con-
tinued, who felt that the hand of
mankind was constantly lifted against
them. In closing he told Culbertson
he could be of great assstance o
these men and could exert a good in-
fluence in the penitentiary, showing,
by virtue of his own case, that the
hand of mankind was not always
raised against the lawbreaker,

Joseph's Address to Jury

In opening his short address to the
Jury, the county attorney pointed out
that in the case of {irst degree mur-
der the law recognized two forms
of punishment, death by the electric
chair, or life imprisonment. Mankind,
he added, seemed of two opinions as
| to which form was in reality the

wosst punishment, death or life im-
| prisonment. ;

| The responsibility in prosecution of
Lsich s case and in the determining
of the degree of pu ent was a
serious one, the attorney continued.
In pursuance of the investigation of
the case, coupled with the obtaining
of the confession, the county attor-
ney said he wished to commend and
| thank those members of the sheriff's
| office, the state sheriff’s office and
the police department for their work.

His office, he continued, was not
going to demand the life of the de-
fendant—was not going to insist on
the death penalty. The county attor-
ney frankly stated to the jury that
the defendant had made an offer of
a plea of guilty to the charge, in re-
turn for a recommendation of a life
sentence from the county attorney
and the latter, after long dellhgratda,,
had accepted.. o !
on the ends of ust;ice
wﬂl’ be met if you return a verdict
of life. But yours is the responsi-
bility, life or death,” the attorney
continued.
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going into court with & plea of guilty,
First, in outlining some of the rea-
sons for his recommendation of life
imprisonment rather than death, the
cotnty attorney expressed the opin-
fon that there were certain facts con-
{ributing o the motlve of the crime
which had never been and possibly
could never be brought out in.a trial
of this nature,

The lips of Cdrl Culbertson were
sealed, the county attorney believed,
from uttering certain facts that might
give further enlightenment o the
motive, and possibly place him in &
better light. Probably this was for
the best, he continued, since the per-
son who might be affected by these
revelations is dead.

Daughter Considered

In further consideration of. the life
sentence, was the eleven year old
daughter, Viola, who first furnished
officers with vital information of the
murder and incriminated her father.
This girl had been torn between degp
affection for her father and her duty
to her God, the attorney added. Nev-
er had he seen ag deep an affection
betwen a father and daughter as ex-
isted between Culberfson and Viola,
he stated. 1

The daughter would suffer for this
crime the rest of her life, the fingers
of the world would always be pointed
at her and the stigma would never be
wiped away, the attorney told the
Jury.

Finaily, in consideration of the life
sentence as preferred over ome of
death, was the request and recom-
mendation of the closest living rela-
tives of the deceased, together with
those of the officers who Yad been
most closely connected with the case.

Culbertson had only his past rec-
ord as a man of good character in
the community upon which to now fall
back, the county attorney stated. In
closing he added that he felt Cul-
bertson had committed the act part-
ly in what he felt was the interest
of Viola,
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{ Suhr Waives Argument
Earlier in the address to the jury,
the county attorney had mentioned
briefly the defense attorney, William
Suhr, who, he said, had conducted
i | himself and handled the interests of
his client in a most ethical manner.
In waiving his final argument to
#4 | the jury, Mr. Subr added that it was
with a feeling and expression of deep
gratitude on behalf of Mr. Culbert-
son toward the prosecution and the
relatives of the murderéd woman, for
the steps they had taken.
rcenﬁng briefly before read-
I

hig instructions, the judge in-

;’ﬂ been brought to a mare abrupt close
than he had anticipated,
His instructions were brief, and of

first as to the jury’s only duty in
this case, namely the fixing of either
& death or life senience penalty. He
wenl om-do instriet that the jury
could eonsider the past ﬂbml ol
the defendant, all of the fa: the ']
case, a5 presented, and of the rec-
otnn'("" ations of the county attorney ||
and the cfficers and relatives.
Recommend “Life”
Recommendations and requests for
a sentence of life imprisonment for
Culbertson were first uttéred by per-
Sons'connected with the proseeution,
Thursday afternoon, first Dan San-
ders, Hall county sheriff; then Ofto
Dudschus, state deput‘y sheriff:
George Giesenhagen, brother of the
murdered woman, and finally Otto
Giesenhagen, another brother, the
latter stating he had no objections to
a life sentence, -
_Following the reading of the con-
Tession, the state placed Dr, E. E.
Farnsworth on the witness stand for
8 brief time, the doctor testifying to
assisting with the autopsy, in which it
was definitely established Mrs, Cul-
bertson was o have become a moth-
er. The doctor said he also examined
the head and neck bearing the shot.
Identification of the weapon, a
twelve-gauge single barreled shotgun,
with which the murder was commit-
ted, the box of shells, the screen
through which the shot was fired, and
pictures of the scene of the tragedy,
were identified by Sheriff Sanders.
{ On cross egamination, the sheriff
sﬁ&teﬂ he had known Culbertson for
1| fifteen years and knew he had en-
Jjoyed a most favorable reputation.
'| While under arrest, the sheriff said,
Culbertson had been a madel prison-
er. Upon a direct question, the sher-
'|iff stated he would recommend life
imprisonment,

Knew _of Unhappiness
Dudschus too identified the gun,
shells and screen. He added some tes-
timony as to Culbertson's lack of in-
terest in the investigation, at the time
of the murder. On c¢ross examination,
he testified that in his opinion the
square hole in the screen was shot
and not cut, and ended up with a
recommendahon for life irnprxson-
iment for Culbertson,

George Giesenhagen stated he bhad |
known Culbertsen for the past twen-
ty-five years. While at first Culbert-
son and his wife appeared happy,
Giesenhagen said, she had later told
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| sentence was fade during cross ex-

/1did not appear other than normal,
‘| Hejberg said, while at the home he
| showed little or no emotion,

| witnass, spoke highly of Culbertson’s

|{lationship with his first wife and his

manner in which Culbertson treated
her.

Relations between Viola and her
step-mother had not been strained,
the brother said, and, according to his
sister at one time, they were of the
best. His recommendation of life

amination. -

That just two or three hours he-
fore the murder, the two appeared to
be feeling normally toward each oth-
er was revealed by the other-broth-

sons ate supper on the Sunday night
of the murder.

He said that so long as Culbertson
was noti around, the relationship be-
tween the step-mother and Culbert-
son's daughter seemed of the best.
Admitting he had heard of the Christ-
mas eve guarrel, he said he had nof
observed any particular signs of ill-
feeling between the two, probably be-
cause he had little contact with them.
= Testify to Goed Record

He testified, on eross-examination
that life imprisonment for Culbert-
son was the general sentiment and
desire of the immediate relatives of
the murdered woman.

Emil Heiberg, neighbor of the Gul-
bertsons, and to whom he first re-
ported the tragic event, told of Cul-
bertson’s appearance on that night
hoth at the dance, and at the farm
home, afterwards. At the dance he

Heiberg, Who was the state's Jast

character, under cross examinatlon.
The defense literally staged a par-
ade of witnesses in and out of the bax;
in the short time remaining of the
afternoon session. Included in the
number were Henry Stolley, Carl
Knickrehm, Max Rauert, August
Stoldf, Herman Suehlsen, Reed Alfer,

 Charles Rauert and Mrs. Clara Lang-
men,

All offered testimony as to Cul-
bertson’s good record, the high esteem
in which he had been held, his re-
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